
Good Friday  April 2, 2021 

 
Celebrant: Blessed be our God. 
People: For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
     Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, 
 for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given 
into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (19: 1-37) 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’ and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out 
to you to let you know that I find no case against him.’ So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ When the chief priests and the police saw 
him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I 
find no case against him.’ The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he ought 
to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.’ Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid 
than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave 
him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over 
me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 
greater sin.’ From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, 
you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.’ 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called 
The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it 
was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried out, ‘Away with him! Away with 
him! Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered, ‘We have no 
king but the emperor.’ Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and 
carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is 
called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 
between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of 
the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man said, I am King of the Jews.” 
’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written.’ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took 
his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic 
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast 
lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil what the scripture says, ‘They divided my clothes 
among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.’ And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, 
standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he 



said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And 
from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now 
finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Since it was the 
day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially 
because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified 
men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the 
other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood 
and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, 
and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
‘None of his bones shall be broken.’ And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look on the 
one whom they have pierced.’ 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave 
him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus 
by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 
They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was 
the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

Reflection:  

Much of the focus of our Good Friday messages and spirituality is on the “sacrifice of Jesus on 
calvary.” Sacrifice.  A bloody offering either freely given to, or demanded by, God in this case as 
atonement for human sinfulness and wrong doing. But what if there is another side to this coin, 
another aspect to this idea. What if the crucifixion of Jesus is a not an endorsement of a culture 
or religion of scarifice, but rather a condemnation. On the cross Jesus is a victim and clearly 
identifies with victims.  The crucified Jesus is found in the bandits crucified next to him..one 
bandit recognizes this, the other does not.  The homeless man or woman ignored by those who 
pass them on the streets, the crucified one is there.  The gay or lesbian man or woman 
sentenced to loneliness, ridicule, or even death simply because of who they are, the crucified 
one is there. Those who are so easily left behind or dismissed as lazy or unproductive simply 
because they have not achieved material success or “contributed” to society, the crucified one 
is there. We live in a culture were the sacrifice of many people is really quite common place and 
easy, so much so we hardly even notice it.  On the cross, Jesus is stripped naked, humiliated, 
hanging there for all the world to see.  He is showing us the truth about our human nature.  
What is done to Jesus, we do so easily and in many ways to one another.  We cover our nature 
with many fancy disguises, but before God we stand naked, bare. He knows who and what we 
are.  On the cross, we must face the naked truth… human worth is in no way based on what we 
consider success or achievement.  The poorest, even laziest of men stands equally naked with 
the richest, most work-aholic man before the searching gaze of God.  Riches will do you no 
good, nor will your rags do any good, God sees exactly who and what each of us really is. The 



crucifixion is humanity’s response to the unconditional love of God…. We reject it. The 
crucifixion is our response to God’s call that we live in unconditional love with each other and 
creation, we reject it.  Why? Because accepting the unconditional love of God and responding 
to his invitation to live in unconditional love requires too much sacrifice from us.  We want to 
be able to have more, to have power, to live at ease, to feel we are protected by our things and 
our power.  We want to be part of the “special”, privileged group.  We want to be in charge. We 
are afraid of being the same, equal before one another and before God.  But, the crucifixion is 
also evidence that love is stronger than death and God will not accept our rejection.  “Father 
forgive them, they know not what they do.”  He is still forgiving, still calling, still leading us to 
the experience of unconditional love. 

Confession: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned  
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We are tuly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will and walk  
in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Lords’ Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set 
your passion, cross, and death between your judgement and 
our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and 
grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy 
Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life 
And glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   


