
 

 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021 

Prayers and Reflection 

Officiant: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Officiant:  Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, 

                 and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite  

                 hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins , may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect 

                 remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6: 1-6,16-21 

Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have 

no reward from your Father in heaven. 

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 

and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 

your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 

show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, 

put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 



"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 

break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also." 

Reflection: 

                  Ashes are incredibly fragile things. They are lighter than feathers and disintegrate at the 

slightest touch. They are the result of burning, all that is left after the flame consumes all else. The stuff 

that even the flames do not want.  They are dirty and leave smudges. The ashes are removed from the 

fireplace or the grill to make room for new wood or coal.  The ashes may come from deep in the earth 

and cover the land for miles around making breathing difficult and travel risky.  They can be destructive. 

                But, these same ashes enrich the soil and create an incredibly fertile growing environment. 

Some of the richest vines and most productive fields grow in soil fertilized with ashes. From that which is 

left over after the fire, incredible, vibrant new life emerges.  So it is with our lives.  We are not perfect 

either as individuals, as a society, or even as a Church.  We are capable of causing great pain and 

suffering, we can inflict great hurt in the name of God, we can destroy and manipulate in the name of 

economic or political stability, security or growth. We can see and create ugliness where God sees and 

has created beauty. But, when we pause and allow the Spirit of God to eventually penetrate our 

understanding and touch our hearts, our conscience, our souls, we can rise from the ashes we have 

created and, with God, create something vibrant, rich, and new.  So, Ash Wednesday is a day to remind 

us that we are indeed fragile and passing like ashes, but we are also the soil in which God has planted his 

vineyard and from our repentant, forgiven, searching hearts, minds, and souls God’s richest, most 

abundant and most exquisite wine is made.  Do not despair, God is working yet…through you and me. 

All: (Psalm 51) 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
                            loving-kindness; * 
    in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
  
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
  
3 For I know my transgressions, * 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
  
4 Against you only have I sinned * 
    and done what is evil in your sight. 
  
5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
    and upright in your judgment. 
  
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
    a sinner from my mother's womb. 



  
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 
    and will make me understand wisdom secretly 
  
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
    wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
  
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 
    that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
  
10 Hide your face from my sins * 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
 
 
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
    and renew a right spirit within me. 
  
12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
    and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
  
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
    and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
  
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 
    and sinners shall return to you. 
  
15 Deliver me from death, O God, * 
    and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
    O God of my salvation. 
  
16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 
    and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
  
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, * 
    but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
  
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; * 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
  
19 Be favorable and gracious to Zion, * 
    and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
  
20 Then you will be pleased with the appointed sacrifices, 
with burnt-offerings and oblations; * 
    then shall they offer young bullocks upon your altar. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 



Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

        Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

        heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

        our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

       And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

       For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant: O God, whose property is ever to have mercy and to forgive;  

               Receive our humble prayers, and of thy great mercy forgive us  

               and restore us to health and wholeness of life; through Jesus Christ, 

               our mediator and advocate. Amen. 

 

Officiant: The Lord bless us, and keep us. The Lord make his face to shine upon 

                  us, and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift up his countenance upon us, 

                  and give us peace, both now and evermore. Amen.                                                 


