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March 31, 2015 

 

My Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 
  
He is risen as he said. Alleluia!  The women went to the tomb to give the corpse of Jesus the 
proper preparations for burial.  To their great surprise and utter amazement, the body was not 
there. Two figures in dazzling white told them that Jesus was risen, in other words that he who 
was truly dead was no longer dead, but alive body and soul!  The earth, even in the form of a 
tomb carved out of solid rock, could not contain him.  Death, the most ultimate power we 
know cannot hold him.  Jesus has overcome all power and has thus made all things 
new.  Indeed, the great message of Easter is that in the Resurrection of Jesus, God has made all 
things new.  In Jesus, creation has been re-created and in him this new creation will be 
revealed to us. 
  
This is a very special Eastertide for the parish of Trinity Episcopal Church, Randolph, in the 
Diocese of Massachusetts.  This is our first Easter with a new Bishop Diocesan, the Rt. Rev. Alan 
Gates, and it is the 100th Easter celebration for the parish of Trinity Church.  Imagine, one 
hundred Easters have come and gone since 1915.  The celebration of our centennial year is 
truly a reflection of the miracle of Easter. Over these past one hundred years, God has worked 
wonderful things in the lives of many people through the faith and witness of the Christian 
community at Trinity Church. Traditions and local customs have been established.  Some have 
endured; others have become only memories in our history.  There have been baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, burials, the celebrations of Christmas, Holy Week, and Easter. There 
have been youth groups, athletic teams, bowling, dances, Sunday School classes, choirs, 
acolytes, and Lay Readers.  All contributing to the history, the cycles of growth and decline and 
new growth experienced at Trinity Church. So, as we look back and reflect on our history here, 
what we find are not memories and past glories to celebrate and often long for with starry eyed 
nostalgia.  No, if we look with the commitment of Faith, what we see is life!  Life blessed by 
God and sustained by the faith of many people through all the ups and downs of parish 
life.  We see the confirmation that in Jesus, God is always re-creating and breathing new life 
into things that have become old.  God is always raising up that which has fallen down and 
strengthening that which stands firmly on the rock of faith.  Our celebration is not simply the 
celebration of 100 years of the history of an institution.  No!  The anniversary of a parish 
church is the celebration of 100 years of the life of a family, a living, breathing, growing, 
loving group of people who are baptized into Christ Jesus and one another!  This is so very 
important to remember.  We are celebrating life and family in this centennial year.  We are not 
reflecting with dreamy eyes on past "glories" or contemplating with pessimism our current 
challenges.   
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So often in planning and discussing such celebrations as the 100th anniversary of a parish 
church, the tendency is to tell stories about the past Rectors and clergy of the 
parish.  "Reverend so and so did this", "Father so and so was like this", "Oh, this was 
accomplished by Rector..." This is all very well and good because clergy leadership and pastoral 
care are very important to the vitality of a parish.  But I want us to consider that the leadership 
and ministry of the laity have truly given life to this parish over the past one hundred 
years.  We should be talking about the great Wardens, Vestry men and women, organists, choir 
directors, acolytes and acolyte leaders, Altar Guild members and directors, search committees, 
and Lay Readers who have given life and direction to the many ministries and activities of this 
parish.  And, we most never forget that the support and commitment of the whole 
congregation gives momentum and vitality to our witness to the Christian Faith found here in 
Trinity Church. 
  
My sisters and brothers in Christ, our celebration of Easter and the centennial year of Trinity 
Church is the celebration of our faith in Jesus Christ, our resurrected Lord and Savior and the 
celebration of the life you and I live together in his name.  We may not be as many in number 
as we once were.  We may not have all the activities and groups we once had.  Our pledging 
and income may be down from what it once was.  But, you and I are still here. Trinity Church 
is still here and alive in Christ Jesus.  God is not through with us yet!  "Behold I make all things 
new," God tells us in Scripture.  We are not what we once were, true.  But that is not the sign of 
death.  No, it is the sign of life, God at work still in us making something new and 
wonderful.  Lift up your voices and sing God's praise as together we seek his will and purpose 
for Trinity Church in the next 100 years!  Alleluia! Christ is alive!  And so are we, in him! 
  
  
Easter joy and blessings,  
  
  
  
The Rev. Philip J. Kuhn, 
Rector 


