
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
December 17, 2015 

 
 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, our Lord,  
 
Greetings of peace, love, and joy in Jesus Christ as we celebrate our Lord's most holy Nativity.  On 
Christmas Day we celebrate, by gathering with family and friends to exchange gifts and break bread 
together, to wondrous mystery of the Word made flesh.  In the man Jesus of Nazareth, the child born 
of Mary and the power of the Holy Spirit, the son raised by Joseph, God walked among His people in a 
truly unique way.  He taught a Gospel of hope and joy, of mercy and healing, of love and peace.  His 
very presence among people worked life-giving and life-changing miracles.  At Christmas, we 
remember and celebrate His birth and coming among us as a man, as a human being just like you and 
me.  But the message of Christmas is that God is still walking among us, His presence among us can 
still work life-giving and life-changing miracles.  He is still present with us in you and in me.  Through 
us, our words and deeds, God can still give life and change hearts.  Through us, God can still heal, bind 
up wounds, and bring joy to the lives of people.  It is a true shame that the world often cannot see 
God or experience Jesus walking our streets and dinning in our homes, raising up those who are 
down, and laughing with those who are joyful. Could it be the world cannot see God among us 
because through fear or lack of faith you and I fail to let Him be seen in us?  On the other hand, and 
on a truly joyful note, when we do reach out to show love and compassion, when we do raise up our 
brothers and sisters and give dignity to another and bring comfort and joy to someone, Jesus is seen 
and his presence is felt once again just like the first Christmas.   Brothers and Sisters, Christ is 
born!  He was born once 200 years ago.  He is born again in the hearts and souls of His children, His 
brothers and sisters who are baptized in His Name!  The first gift of Christmas was a Father's Love  
given to a truly needy world.  It is still the first gift of Christmas, and in fact, the only true Christmas 
gift!  Go, share the Father's Love, the gift that never grows old or runs out!  Go, shout it from the 
mountains, "Jesus Christ is born!" And, He lives in each one of us! 
 
Have a Merry and most Blessed Christmas and truly Happy and Holy New Year! 
 

Father Phil 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                           

             CHRISTMAS EVE EUCHARIST 
Thursday, December 24, 2015 

beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION:  
A CELEBRATION OF JESUS' COMING TO US 

Sunday, January 3, 2016 
 

Please join us on Sunday, January 3rd for a very special Epiphany celebration.  In collaboration with the 
100th Anniversary and our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Program, Trinity Church will be hosting a 
display of Nativity sets to celebrate the adoration of the magi following the birth of Jesus.  Please bring your 
nativity sets to church on January 3rd and leave them in the common room at the start of the service.  Along 
with the sets from the Atria, they will be displayed on tables in the common room and in the upstairs 
hallway to be viewed after each service.  If parishioners attending the 8:00 service would like to leave them 
for the second service, they will be stored in the Atrium of the True Vine until the following Sunday.  At 
12:00, everyone is asked to pack up their own sets and to take them home. Nativity sets can be of any size 
and configuration of figures or even hand drawn.  Tour the displays, and then join us in the common room 
for a buffet of star shaped cookies.  Perhaps we could even have 100 sets displayed in honor of our 100th 
anniversary! 


